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Review:  

Purpose: - seated in the heavenlies… in coming ages to show… Bring Glory to God 

Salvation by Faith: Its all about faith. Its all about Him.  

Saved to serve: How much of our time are we investing in working for Him? 

 

Chapter 2:11 Two types of people in the world: Jews and Gentiles. 

Circumcision: Who What When Where Why????? 

Brought up in many places in the bible. Big deal to Jews. Caused Big problems with their neighbors. 

We “Westerns” and all Gentiles don’t grasp the significance of circumcision.  

Purpose and Origin for Jews. 

Gen 12:1-4 read Abe - 75 years old.  - Childless - Account of God giving Abrahamic covenant.  

Ch 13 Abe accumulates much material wealth. Lot and Abe separate 

Ch 14 Abe rescues Lot. Refuses reward from King of Sodom. 

Ch 15 What kind of reward can you give me? Abe childless. Eliezer of Damascus inherit. You 

will have a son whose offspring will be like the counting stars at night. Abe believed God and 

that belief was counted as righteousness. Covenant with Abe! (25 year wait till Issac arrives!) 

Ch 16 At 86 Ishmael from Hagar. (11 years after covenant with God.) Arab nations 

Ch 17 Abe now 99 years old! Gets a name change.  

Gen 17:1-2; 3-8; 9-11 read 

 Circumcision happened at 8 days of age. 

 Was a sign of the covenant of blessing from and with God. 

Two Types of Circumcision:  

Historically: (Physical Side) 

Jews greatly prided themselves on being circumcised.  

They thought the circumcision made them special. Close relationship with God Gentiles no access.  

The circumcision was a sign of their identification with the Abe covenant and God Himself! 

Jews thought Abe sat at the door of Paradise to ensure ALL Jews gained entry.  

Their pride of circumcision let to a disdain of anyone NOT cut. 

Jews really intensely disliked GENTILES! Gentile considered a barbarian! Heathen! FRICTION 

Animosity and Enmity!  
For the Jews, Circumcision became a ritual without meaning. They were going through the motions. 

Today do you sense that for some church is the same thing as circumcision was to the Jews? 

 

Spiritual Side = of the heart. 

Romans 2:25-29 – READ No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and of the heart, by the Spirit, 

not by the written code. Such a person's praise is not from people, but from God. 

 

Col 2:11 Read  In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. 

Your whole self, ruled by the flesh
 
was put-off when Christ circumcised you. Col 3:1-4 Put to death! 

 

Book of Galatians is about salvation by works or faith in Christ. 

Gal 6:11-16 Read Neither Circum nor uncircum means anything, what counts is the new creation. 

This part of the Gospel GREATLY OFFENDED the Jews!  

 They pushed Paul to include circumcision in his message!  

 Jews even spread rumors that Paul preached “circumcision”!!! 

Paul’s Responses to that charge: 

Duet 30:6 God speaks to heart 

circumcision. 

BIG dividing wall. Like the old Iron 

Curtain in Europe. 
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Gal 5:11 – 12 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being 

persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 
12 

As for those agitators, I wish 

they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves!  

 

Gal 5:1-6 READ Ppl were being led astray to return to a “works based” salvation. Legalism Enslave 

 

Paul’s Personal Practice of using Circumcision.  

Paul refused to let Titus be circumcised in Galatians 2:3-5.  

 Stood tall on his convictions and teaching! 

 Practiced what he preached! 

Change of Heart on Circumcision? 

Acts 16:1-3 READ about Timothy being circumcised.  

(Because of the Jews) Acts 21:27-28 Greeks not allowed in Temple area. 

Why did Paul choose to circumcise Timothy? Tim was an adult well past 8 days of age.  

ANSWER: Not to be a stumbling block. 

 

How do the actions of our daily life impact other believers? 

Christian Liberty and balancing it all 

I Cor 9:19-23 READ  
23

I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings. 

What does this passage mean personally to us?  

 

 

Taking care in exercising our rights 

I Cor 8:9-13 READ after giving intro of meat market below. 

Lots of freshly slaughtered meat from pagan temples found its way into their supermarkets!  

This caused GREAT concern for some and even fear they were partaking of idols!  

Stumbling Block GKL: (that which provides an opportunity or occasion for causing someone to sin) 

 

I Cor 8:1 Knowledge vs Love 

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. 

In our daily walk we need to walk carefully so as not to trip up others around us. 

 

McGee: 

Now it is not a question of its being right or wrong to eat meat. It is a concern for others. You have the 

liberty to eat the meat if you want to. But what about your concern for others?  

 

You have the knowledge, but what about your love? Do you have love for your weak brother? Are you 

concerned how this will affect him?  

 

Application to Us? 

This applies to other areas of life other than eating meat. Friday during Lent, Dancing, Drinking, 

Dating, Movies, Dining where Alcohol is served, what other scenes or scenarios??? 

 

Summing it all up: Circumcision was a sign of the covenant between God and Man. Jews turn it to 

being all about legalism. Following certain rules and regulations to gain God’s favor. Book of 

Galatians focus. 
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Chapter 2:12 

Four things that we Gentiles had no part in previously: 

1. Separate GK: (No relationship) with Christ 

2. Excluded GK: (Shut out from fellowship and any intimacy) citizenship in Israel “Jews chosen 

people”  We were outsiders looking in. 

3. Foreigners (Not part of the ‘in-crowd’) to covenants of promise. 

4. Without hope and without God! 

Paul is trying to help us understand what a desperate situation in which we once dwelled.  

We were as far away from God as one could possibly be humanly speaking!  

 

Chapter 2:13 

BIBLE BUT!!  In Christ  

Once “far away” GK: (great distance far far away) 

But NOW brought near GK: (relatively close positionally). The OPPOSITE of far away!  

Remember the passive voice of verse 5 saved by grace? Aroist Indictive mood Passive voice. 

Through the blood. 

 Without the shedding of blood, there is NO remission of sin.  

 All covenants put into effect with blood. Just as a will is not in effect without blood. 

o New Testament NEW Covenant. Matt 26:28. 

o Old Testament Hebrews 9:18 
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Applications to us: 

1. Circumcised! 

a. Jewish pride and actions. I don’t think that pride causes us to look down on those who are not. 

b. What about people who are not saved? 

1) How do we view them? 

2) How do we treat them? 

3) Do we make time for them? 

4) Do we shun them to stick with only saved people? If we only connect with saved people, 

how can we touch others with the gospel? 

 

2. Christian Liberty. 

a. How much do our actions in life help or hinder other’s faith? 

b. We have lots of freedom in Christ. We’ve been set free from the “yoke of slavery” of 

circumcision.  

c. I Cor 10:23 – 33 

d. Verse 31: 
31 

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoms Email with GREAT thoughts 

Great train of logic led by the Spirit. I would like to hear the study. It is amazing how Paul says that he 

would like to see the Judaizes “castrated” Gal 5:12 and yet has Tim circumcised. Not a conflict at all -  

I become all things to all people so that I can win them to Christ. He was only asking Tim to remove a 

stumbling block to the Jews who would be taught by Tim. So cool. There is a lot there!!! 
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