
Ephesians Chapter 2 Verses 2 to 20 

Review: 

Looked at Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian and all saints that the eyes of their heart may be 

enlightened in all spiritual wisdom and understanding so they may thoroughly know Jesus. 

 

We examined the power available for us who believe… like the power that raised Christ from the 

dead. We are doing to look at how that power has worked in us raising us from the dead too! 

Chapter 1 ended on a HIGH note with the potent power we can all plug into! 

Chapter 2:1 

What we were before accepting Christ: 

“as for you” “and” a conjunction joining this to the end of chapter 1. These opening verses are a 

parallel/direct tie in to the last verses about Christ being raised. 

Dead (GK: spiritually dead. destitute of a life that recognizes and is devoted to God, because given 

up to trespasses and sins, inactive as respects doing right) Spiritual death is the state of separation 

from God and His life “Wuest” 

Col 2:21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of your evil 

behavior. 

We were captives of the god of this age (devil). Blinded the eyes of unbelievers so they couldn’t… 

Trespass/Trangressions (GK: L what a person has done in transgressing the will and law of God 

by some false step or failure) IE: Deeds 

Sin (GK: L to act contrary to the will and law of God—‘to sin, to engage in wrongdoing, sin. Miss 

the mark!) Decision 

 

WUEST: Its use is excellently illustrated in Romans 3:28, “All have sinned (missed the mark), and 

at present come short of the glory of God.” The mark or target is the glory of God. Man was 

created to glorify God. His attempt, where the attempt is made, to live a life pleasing to God, falls 

short of the target, like a spear thrown by an athlete, falls short of the target at which it is thrown. 

 

Chapter 1 speaks about the concept of ‘for His Glory’! Man was supposed to be God crowning 

achievement! But we like sheep are dumb and go the wrong way! We don’t glorify God with our 

lives!  

 

Chapter 2:2 

Disobedient (GKL: to refuse to believe the Christian message—to reject the Christian message) 

Only human “WILL POWER” is available to “unbelievers” to try to resist the devil. Saints have the 

Holy Spirit. Resist the devil and he will flee you! James 4:7 

 

Chapter 2:3 

James 4:1-3 desires that battle within us 

Were (GK: Imperfect continuing action in the past but not now.) 

Wrath (GK: divine punishment based on God’s angry judgment against someone) 

I John 3:8-10 continues to sin 

Without hope and without God! HOPELESS AND HELPLESS – LIKE AN ADDICT 

 

Chapter 2:4 

Bible BUT… strong contrast.  

Love (GK: Agape) 

Rich (GK: wealthy, abounding in supply) 

For KJV in GK really means “because of” 

Mercy (GKL: to show kindness or concern for someone in serious need) 

Acts 9:5 Why persecute me? We are in Christ. 

Use Hebrews 1:3; 10:12-14 
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Chapter 2:5 

Trangressions Same GK as verse 1 

Jer 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it? 

“It is by GRACE you have been saved.” There are denominations that believe one must work to 

earn their way into heaven. I was in that camp at one time. Its very frustrating wondering if one will 

ever do enough to make it into heaven!  

Romans 3:20 = Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God's sight by the works of the law; 

rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin. 

Gal 2:16 = know that a person is not justified by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. 

So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by 

the works of the law, because by the works of the law no one will be justified. 

No one will be declared righteous in his sight by the law. 

 

James 2:10 = For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of 

breaking all of it.  JAMES 2:22 

 

Made us alive with Christ! (GK: Cause to live!) 

Romans 6:3-4 

WUEST: This newness of life is a new life imparted through our identification with Christ in His 

resurrection. Our identification with Christ in His death broke the power of indwelling sin. Our 

identification with Him in His resurrection resulted in the impartation of divine life. This is what 

Paul has reference to when he says, “We were made alive together with Him.” 

I Corn 15:56 sting of sin is death. Power of sin is the law. 

 

(By grace you have been saved.) Passive Voice – Perfect Tense. WUEST: “By grace have you been 

completely saved, with the present result that you are in a saved {{state of being}}.” 

 

Chapter 2:6 

“Raised us up with Christ” There is a togetherness in this. We were literally raised with Christ! We 

were also raised up from the dead with each other!  

Seated (GKL: to cause someone to sit down with someone)) 

Idea of “enthroning” in this verse.  

 

Chapter 2:7 

McGee “See that fellow McGee. He was lost and wasn’t worth saving, but he’s here in heaven 

today”  

 

Surpassing/Incomparable (GKL: a degree exceeding extraordinarily the highest point on any scale) 

Riches Already talked about this super over abundant supply! 

Kindness: idea of beneficial kindness. One can be kind or a useful kind 

Our purpose is to GLORIFY God for all Eternity!!! 

 

Chapter 2:8 

Must Memorize Verse 

Three parts to the gift.  

God’s Grace, 

Faith  

Salvation 

Grace: Eph 2:7 
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Chapter 2:9 
Work (GK: any product whatever. Any Thing accomplished by hand. ) 

Boast (GK: express an unusually high confidence and opinion of oneself. ) 

What caused the Devil’s fall? “I trouble!” 

Our heavenly Father wishes to spare us that danger! 

 

Chapter 2:10 

God’s workmanship. We are His Masterpiece!!! Like a fine “priceless” work of art! 

Good Works I see a tie in with the Greek to Gifts being given for common good to benefit all 

I Cor 12:7 

 

Eph 4:11-12 

Purpose: 

a. Unity in Faith 

b. Knowing Jesus deeply 

c. Attain the whole measure of the fullness of Christ! 
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Applications to us: 

1. . Eph 2:7 Glorify God through the ages of eternity! 

a. How much are we personally adding to the Glory of God? 

b. ? 

 

2. We came to Christ by Faith.  

a. How much are we now living by faith? 

b. How much are we trying to do on our own? 

 

3. Eph 2:10 Working for the Lord. How are you doing with working for the Lord? 

a. Weary? 

b. Discourage? 

c. Eph 1:19 


