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Review: 

Went from being foreigners and aliens to being  

 Citizens with God’s people.  

 Members of God’s household 

 Being built together in him to become a holy temple!  LIVING STONES 

We looked at the spiritual sacrifices and in-depth at Paul’s conversion and insight into Christ. 

Today: 

Verses 1 – 13 are parenthetical. A digression! Why did he spend 13 verses going down a “rabbit trail” instead 

getting to his main point starting in verse 14? 

Ephesians is a “Prison Epistle” just like Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon  

3:1 we see Paul is a Prisoner of Christ: Ephesus – Jerusalem –Rome – (Acts 16) 

 In Jail for the gospel. Read Phil 1:12-14 

 Two ways to respond to setbacks:   

 

Paul’s been speaking about the Grace of God and how we are seated in the Heavenlies! The barrier the dividing 

wall of hostility between Jew and Gentile is gone and we are all one new man. People may start scratching their 

heads thinking, “Paul’s suffering in prison. Where is the freedom and grace in that?” Paul shares what’s 

happening without complaining but sharing how God is at work in it all! 

 

He does this before he gets to the next big piece of meat in the book. 

 

Verse 2/3: 

We spent time in Acts 9 to examine this in detail. 

Mystery that cannot be discerned by mere humans. (Mystery Romans 16:25 – 26) 

 

Verse 4: 

Mystery of Christ –  

What was the mystery of Christ? 

 Jews though Messiah would ride in on the white horse and be a kingly ruler and hero like in Revelation. 

 We’ve learned in our previous studies… Gentiles (us) shares in Christ! (Verse 6) - Elaborate there - 

 

Understand GK: Louw: to think over a matter with care—‘to think about carefully, to consider well.’ 

Paul’s Insight GK: The word denotes the ability to understand concepts and see relationships between them. 

 Paul sees connections many others miss that Paul shares in his Epistles. 

 2 Peter 3:15-16  Read says Paul is hard to understand which men of unstable minds distort.  

1) Paul is meaty and deep maybe result of person 3 year encounter with Christ after the Damascus road. 

2) II Cor 12:9  about Paul’s trip to the 3
rd

 Heaven! 

Scripture is God Breathed. Important gem in Peter’s verse. Paul’s letters are scripture! 

2 Tim 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, 
17 

so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 Every book in the bible is God inspired! People today like to start saying this section of Ephesians no 

longer applies today etc. All scripture applies to people! 

 There are some churches that claim parts of Paul’s writings no longer apply to society. 

 Supreme court says gay marriage is guaranteed in US Constitution. Clash between church and state. 

 Some churches say other parts of scripture no longer apply.  II Tim 3:16. 

 Scripture needs to be read in context and compared to parallel passages. The bible does not contradict 

itself, but people do try to make contradictions. Reading scripture out of context leads to problems. 

1. Give Up 

2. Try Harder 

Supreme Court Gay Marriage 

Give up or ask for revival! 

Next time 2 Tim 3:16 look more 

closely at the key words and 

elaborate. 
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Verse 5: 

Not made known  --- Something new here. 

The mystery long hidden in God is being revealed in ways not previously made known. There were bits and 

pieces in the OT, but now a more thorough revelation of the mystery happened Paul says.  

Spirit of God 

Revealed by God’s Spirit 

 Some things are only spiritually discerned. 

When we read the bible, the Spirit is teaching us. Wise to pray before reading the bible. 

When we have an “Ah Ha” moment, the Spirit is at work.  

Jesus will send another to teach us and lead us into all truth.  

 John 14:25- 26 

 John 16:12-14 

 Spirit prays on our behalf (Romans 8) encourages us 

 

Timing of it all. (Side Note) 

Why did Jesus come when he did? Daniel predicted the exact year of his coming and death. Pastor Thom spoke 

about this in Daniel. Reasons for the Gospel being shared now? Greek culture had a worldwide establishment 

including the language. Greek is very precise. The Greeks and then Romans created the first Interstate road 

system. Imagine what travel would be like in PA without the turnpike, I 83, I 78 I 81, even routes 322 and 15? 

A trip from my home town area in central PA around state college to Maryland was an all day affair! Did God 

have to wait for man to catch up to deploy the gospel? History is His Story! 

 

Verse 6:  ~ Mystery Explained ~  

Mystery GK: the content of that which has not been known before but which has been revealed to an in-group 

or restricted constituency 

Three “Togethers” Anytime something mentioned 3 times in scripture.. Important.. 3 Woes! 

1) “Heirs together” with Jews 

2) “members together of one body” The oneness we spoke of earlier. Unity is an important theme in 

Ephesians and the church. Jesus wants us to be one in more than name only.  

3) “sharers together.” GK: Share in the possession of something We share the promises given us by Christ. 

What are the promises? I give you eternal life and you shall never perish. John 3:16. 

 

Jews would not accept this truth! They despised Gentiles intensely! How could God forgive and accept them?  

 

We can’t despise Gentiles because that’s what we are! But, are there people we don’t take the Gospel to in life? 

Who are the people that we as the church don’t reach out to? 

 What if a prostitute came to church? What if a gay couple came to church? How would people respond? 

Judgement, avoidance, righteously indignation? How dare they come here! 

 Chuck Smith and the surfer with long hair and shorts. The flower children! 

 

Verse 7:  

Servant GK: minister, servant, deacon by God’s grace alone 

Gift of God’s grace. Eph 2:8-9. Notice the recurring theme of grace given freely to us. Nothing we earned or 

grunted and worked to attain. All a gift! God is soo good! 

Working GK: Focus is on the ‘energy’ at work.  

Power GK: Dunamis Dynamite power 

 

  

Would we expect them to 

clean up their lives before 

coming to church? 
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Verse 8:  
“least of all the saints” Self-depreciation? Why Paul consider himself the least when he is one of the greatest? 

Find verse about abnormally born. “Premature Birth” I Cor 15:8 – 11. 

Paul exerted more energy than others in efforts to extinguish “the Way”. God transformed him dynamo Christ! 

 

To “preach” Lit: Gospelize Gentiles. Up until this time, the Gospel wasn’t going out to Gentiles.  

God chose Paul to get the message out! 

 

Unsearchable/unfathomable GK: pertaining to being impossible to understand on the basis of careful 

examination or investigation—‘impossible to understand, unfathomable, impossible to comprehend 

Riches GK: an abundance of possessions exceeding the norm of a particular society ‘wealth, riches, abundance. 

There is so much to Christ that when people start to just see a glimpse of it, they are emotional. 

 

Verse: 9 

Hidden in Christ  
Only found thru Christ, not human wisdom. Spiritually discerned. Some things are only be discerned spiritually.  

Paul’s mission – make plain to everyone the administration of the mystery. 

For ages past hidden 1 Peter 1:10-12 angels longed to look into these things 

 

Verse: 10 

“make plain” “known” GK: to cause something to be fully known by revealing clearly and in some detail. 

Manifold GK: Multi faceted like light reflecting off of a diamond. 

Wisdom – God bound all over in Romans to save. Natural Olive Branches grafted into non natives 

Romans 11:13,15; 28 -36 

Made Known   Thru Church  to rulers and authorities in heavenly realms “spirit world” Who??  

Eph 2:6-7 seated in heavenilies on display.  

Trophies of God’s grace we are! Eph 6:12; Eph 1:20-21 

Daniel “prince of Persia” Dan 10:10 - 13 

 

Staggering thought that the church is observed by these spiritual powers. The degree to which the church is 

spiritually united portrays to them the wisdom of God. Ties in with understanding the “high call of 4:1” 

 

Verse: 11 

According to the Eternal Purpose – headship of Christ over church is in preparation of His ultimate Headship 

over the whole universe. Eph 1:10  

Man gave up his lordship of the Earth to the devil back in the garden. 

 

Verse: 12 

In Christ and through Christ alone we have: 

 May Approach (access) to God GK Thayer: that friendly relation to God whereby we are acceptable to 

Him and have assurance that He is favorably disposed towards us. 

 With Freedom GK: “freedom of speech, unreservedness of speech.” Say whatever we want! 

 In Confidence GK: refers to a past process of being completely persuaded, with the present result that 

we are in a confirmed and settled state of utter confidence. 

This is the attitude of the Master of the Universe! The King of kings!  

Imagine this type of access to President Obama, Head of any country! The Secret Service lets you right in! 

Oh how privileged we are because of Jesus! 
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Verse: 13  tribulations and trials For your glory too! How, you ask? 

 

Romans 5:3-5 

Rejoice in our sufferings Afflictions Lit: Pressure “Pressing Together” 

Accomplish in us Perseverance is produced! GK: ability to remain under circumstances without caving in. 

Leads to Character GK: Proof of genuineness 

Resulting in Hope GK: Louw: look forward with confidence to that which is good and beneficial 

Disappoint GK: to cause someone to be much ashamed—‘to humiliate, to disgrace, to put to shame.’ 

 

James 1:3 count it all joy? 

Joy GK: delight gladness throw a party type joy 

Trials GK: Louw: try to learn the nature or character of someone or something by submitting such to thorough 

and extensive testing.  

Many kinds GK: variegated like fall colors on trees. 

 

Endurance/Perseverance GK: Patience or endurance as to things or situations 

 

I Peter 1:6-7  

Read 

Trials not only help us but Glorify the Lord!! 

 

I Cor 10:13 

 

Phil 1:27-30 (Home work) 

Conduct 

Manner worthy “worth-ship” “equal weight” of gospel of Christ 

 

 

Ephesians Martin Lloyd Jones 

His peace of mind when in tribulation was not merely a matter of temperament, but rather the end-product of a 

method which he employs. He asks questions, and then, having noted the answers, he works out an argument. 

This is his invariable method. It is precisely what he does here in this digression. The first thing you and I have 

to do in this Christian life is to learn that secret. Instead of allowing things to overwhelm us and to depress us, 

and to make us sit down and commiserate with ourselves, we must stop and look at the circumstances, and ask 

questions about the thing itself, not about God. Having done so we must note the answers and then work out an 

argument. We must put the whole matter into its context, into its setting, and relate it to the whole of the 

Christian faith and life. As we do so we shall find that an argument will emerge. Let us consider what it is. 

 

Applications to Us: 

1. How well are you as part of the church displaying the manifold wisdom of God? 

 

2. Who do you treat as a Gentile? 

 a. Who as an individual do you think has no chance of being a part of Christ? 

 b. What group of people?  

3. You going through trials?  

 a. How are you responding? 

 b. Looking at the long term potential and benefits and thus Rejoicing? 

 c. I Corin 10:13 


